480        CORRECTION   OF   SOME   MISSTATEMENTS

Harris had ordered General Baird to take the
command on the morning of the llth, which
General Baird declined from personal considera-
tion for Colonel Wellesley!!!

Mr. Alison goes on to state that "several
formidable sallies of the Mysore horse were
repulsed by the steadiness of the besiegers' infan-
try." This is also entirely erroneous: there were
no sallies of horse against the infantry of the
besiegers; and a moment's reflection will point
out the mistake. Who ever heard of horse being
employed to attack infantry in trenches ?

The two attacks which were really made by
Tippoo were directed against the Bombay troops
(where Colonel Wellesley was not), and they were
made by Tippoo's Native infantry, and subse-
quently by the Frenchmen in his service., of whom
several were killed in General Stuart's lines.

The account given by Mr. Alison of the
assault* and the state of the enemy's preparation,
is also very erroneous. lie says, "The enemy
were at their post, all was ready for the assault;
every battery was manned, and from every bastion
a gun, which bore on the assailants a close and
deadly fire, was directed., which speedily ^thinned
their ranks, and would have caused any other
troops to recoil. On, however, the British rushed,,
followed by their brave allies, through the deadly
storm; in five minutes the river was crossed, in
five more the breach was mounted. A crimson